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HERITAGE GRANTS PROGRAM — FUNDING 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [2.06 pm]: The Liberal–National government values 
the contribution that private owners make to conserving state-registered places, and is committed to providing 
advice and support to promote the long-term viability of our state’s heritage. In support of this commitment, the 
government increased funding for the heritage grants program to ensure that there is financial help to conserve 
and manage the change of state-registered properties. The program was increased by 25 per cent last year as part 
of a government commitment to provide an additional $1.046 million over four years. This was the first increase 
in the program since its inception in 1996–97.  

Since the inception of the heritage grants program, 623 projects have received heritage grants totalling more than 
$13.3 million. Last year, 10 metropolitan and 10 regional projects were awarded grants totalling $1.25 million, 
and when that is combined with owner contributions, it will result in more than $3 million in conservation works 
around the state. This year, $1.258 million will be made available to assist private owners of state-registered 
places. The increased funding in these tough economic times illustrates the importance the Liberal–National 
government places on supporting private owners who are the custodians of our state’s heritage. More than 
500 private owners of state-registered heritage places are eligible to apply for individual grants of up to $100 000 
on a matched funding basis for urgent conservation works. This approach clearly signals that the grants program 
is intended to assist owners to meet the extra costs incurred in the specialist conservation required due to the 
recognised heritage status, but does not replace their responsibility to care for and maintain their property. The 
2013 heritage grants program opened on 4 September 2013, with applications closing on Tuesday, 15 October 
2013. I can assure the Parliament that the state’s heritage is in very good hands under this government.  
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